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www.salmonriverct.org

Three OROs of River
Removing, Reconnecting & Restoring

By Sally Harold, Director River Restoration and Fish Passage,
The Nature Conservancy

It can be hard to embrace
change. We grow accus-
tomed to the familiar. 4
Yet , behind Co
4,000 + dams are miles
and miles of streams that
once flowed unobstructed
to salt water. However,
our industrious ancestors
constructed dams across
our streams to harness
their power to operate lo-
cal forges, mills, and tan-
neries. Some dams were
constructed at the mouths
of rivers and operated on
the tidal currents. Each of
these dams affected
stream flow and the move-
ment of species up and
downstream. Many of
them, though abandoned
long ago, remain.

Fish such as alewife and

blueback herring that The Jeremy River at former Norton Mill and

someone once described as  pap site. -The Nature Conservancy
the potato chips of the sea,

because many, many spe-
cies, both aquatic and ter-
restrial, eat them, depend
on freshwater habitat for
spawning and juvenile de-
velopment. Much of the
highest quality freshwater

€ . . coftinued on page 2
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The Three 0ROAIl Hands on Deck for Lake Pocotopaug

continued from page 1 _ _
The Town of East Hampton has been working to improve the water

habitat that would benefit these fish quality of Lake Pocotopaug. A major tourist destination and a crowned
|l i es upstream of d jewelofthe Town, the Lake has suffered from closures due to Blue -
ty of it, we just need to get the fish Green Algae blooms for the last few years and is considered an im-

t here. And itds n o Paredwaterway by the Connecticut Department of Energy and Envi-

ronmental Protection. An EPA Nine Element Watershed Based Plan,
which addresses both causes and solutions to water quality issues, has
been developed by the Lake Consultant, Northeast Aquatic Research.
With the recent approval of the plan by CT DEEP, applications for

species that benefit; resident species
such as native brook trout thrive in
the cool water found in the headwa-

ters above these dams. grant funds to address implementation and outreach projects can be
Nan Wasniewski, former owner of made.

the Norton Paper Mill and dam in The Plan breaks the watershed into 14 sub -basins in order to under-
Colchester made a difficult choice stand what each basin contributes to the lake. This breakdown helped
with her family to remove her dam. the consultant identify which sub  -basins provide the most water to the
Thanks to Nan, migratory fish re- lake, and which areas contribute the highest nutrient load. These sub -
turning to the Salmon River Water- basins are then discussed individually and broken down into recom-
shed this spring will have access to mended improvements.

17 miles of historic habitat. High Many recommended improvements include infiltrating stormwater
gual ity habitat t h runoffand reductions to impervious surfaces. Most improvements
available since Andrew Carrier and needed are on private property, which will likely challenge the efforts
Nathaniel Skinner built the first of the Town. However, the town has begun to develop funding sources
dam in the Jeremy River just up- and designs for improvements on Town owned properties.

stream from the Norton dam in The Land Use Department has begun developing improvements to reg-
1726. ulations to encourage and require homeowners to reduce stormwater

runoff and increase infiltration. The Inland Wetlands Commission is in
the process of adopting an attachment to their regulations in an effort

FOR MORE INFO to educate residents about the negative impacts of seawalls and en-
- . courage more natural shorelines. The Planning and Zoning Commis-
Visit our website sion is in the process of reviewing the Zoning Regulations in order to
www.salmonriverct.org better protect the Lake.
(0]} . . . .
Improving the water quality of Lake Pocotopaug will be a time con-
OurFace_bOOkPageat suming, and | ong durati on prandsoa-ct . |t
Salmon River Watershed deck6 approach but will, in the long
Partnership ty values, and help the lake provide enjoyment for future generations.

By Jeremy DeCarli

Inan 0A | | Hands in
approach, East Hampton High
School students under the guidance
of their teacher, Roger Abraham,
launched two floating islands (left
pic) in the Lake in 2016. The is-
lands were planted with species
that do well in wetter conditions

@ and will utilize (and thus remove)
 available nutrients from lake wa-

= ter. Atthe end of the growing sea-
son the floating islands are taken
out and the plants harvested and
replanted in raised beds at the




Silvio O. Conte Refuge: Salmon River Divi- Steering Committee

sion -Haddam Neck Updates S
The efforts of the Salmon River Division of the Silvio O. Conte Nation-
al Fish and Wildlife Refuge crew are devoted mainly to assisting land
acquisition efforts and stewardship in the Haddam Neck, Salmon Riv-

Bolton: Rod Parlee (temp)

er, Pine Brook area, much of which lies within the acquisition area of Colchester: Jay Gigliotti,

the Conte refuge. Randy Benson (alternate)

In the past year, the Conte refuge has gained several waterfront lots Columbia: Bryan Tarbell

along the Salmon River and has larger acquisitions in the works. Due

to other demangis on the timg pf key people, there is not mgch progress East Haddam: Emmett Lyman,
to report regarding the remaining 544 acres of the Connecticut Yankee Jim Ventres (alternate)

property. Members of the Connecticut Yankee Conservation Project
(CYCP) stay in touch weekly by phone and are working on ways to stir
the pot. Stewardship work this spring will focus on maintaining grass-
land bird habitat on two pieces of property totaling approximately 50
acres and supporting USFWS in any stewardship work they under-
take.

East Hampton: Jason Josefiak,
Josh Wilson (alternate)

Glastonbury: Tom Mocko,
Dennis Mcinerney (alternate)

Led by Brooks Nablo, a crew from Haddam Neck including a half doz-

en urchins, again this past fall, supported the Connecticut River Wa- Haddam: Gail Reynolds,

tershed Council 6s 0 SouTheyeolléced sevieral $ RINNYIEE LI ENEIEREIE))

boatloads of tires, junk, bottles, cans and trash which accumulates

along the shores thanks to careless trash disposal. Hebr on: Brian O6&8Con

. . . L John Mullaney (alternate)
The fifty acre Brainerd Quarry Preserve, acquired recently in a joint

effort by the Connecticut River Gateway Commission and the Middle-
sex Land Trust, got some noticeably good coverage in the Hartford
Courant recently.

Marlborough: Peter Hughes

Organizations

http://www.courant.com/news/connecticut/ --hc-marteka -brainerd -

guarry -preserve-0108-20170106-story.html The Nature Conservancy:
Shelley Green

http://www.courant.com/opinion/letters/hc _ -preserve-connecticut -
yankee-property -20170112-story.html Connecticut DEEP: Eric Thomas

This preserve lies adjacent to the northern boundary of the Connecti-
cut Yankee property. Steward Don Boule reports that traffic has in-
creased noticeably since it appeared.

Land Trusts

Colchester Land Trust: Lisa Hageman

We are looking forward to an interesting and busy year.  In addition to | REGAASUEENCUEIHELD)
other activities we would like to see some sort of agreement reached
whereby the Connecticut Yankee property is committed to be sold to Recreational Groups
USFWS in a manner subordinate to the safe and secure storage of the
spent fuel until the Trout Unlimited: Duke Preston
government honors
its promise to re- Member at Large
move It, at

which point the Con-
necticut Yankee
Atomic Power Com-
pany would be free
to go out of business.

Silvio O. Conte Refuge -Haddam Neck:
Jim McHutchison

Watershed Coordinator . Patricia
Young

By J. McHutchison

Great Blue Heron Photo courtesy of Pierre Faber
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Church Street Park Trail Connections

Existing Town Open Space
Proposed
mmmm Church Street Sidewalk (Approved & Funded)
Hebron Center/Air Line Trail State Park Bikeway Connector
s Church Street Park Trails
Source: Digitized Hebron Assessors Map, 2013
Land Use Mapping 2013
USGS Columbia Connecticut Quadrangle




New Trails Coming Sitedd andigconsHug phpedestiprgorgige

over Raymond Brook. With these two phases of

Church Street Park! connections in place, access to the Air Line Trail
In March 2016, the State awarded a Connecticut via Millstream Road would be feasible. Providing a
Recreational Trails grant to Hebron to construct pedestrian / bikeway connection between the Air
trails at the recently expanded, town -owned 116-  Line Trail and the Park may enhance economic op-
acre o0Church Street Par k.pertunitiesgndhe areas thePark is agljiacentta o f
the Air Line Trail State Park and just south of the townds business district
Hebronds Town Center, Church Street Park (soon

to be renamed) is situat eDgPIclRdip theagrial mapeat the lpf, s 8 concepy v -
mond Brook Greenway and is comprised of several U@l plan showing the connection of the Park's

open meadows, ancient farm roads lined by stone planned trails (green line) to the "Hebron Center /
walls and canopied trees, a skating pond, diversi- Air Line Trail Walk & Bike Connector”  (yellow

fied woodland forest, specimen sugar maples, a por-  lin€). Sidewalks (black line) which have been ap-
tion of Raymond Brook and a tributary to Raymond ~ Proved and funded will connect the Hebron Ele-

Brook. Planned trails traversing the Park will lead mentary School, Senior Center and the Neighbor-

to many of these natural features, providing en- hood Convenience District to the Park from the

hanced passive recreational opportunities for visi- ~ West. These interconnected trails and sidewalks

tors. would provide an alternate means of transporta-
tion for the entire area and an opportunity to inte-

In an effort to connect the Park to the Air Line grate community recreational, residential, munici-

Trail, Hebron has recently applied for a second pal and business activities.

trails grant to extend the trail system to Mill-

stream Road, which is a short distance from the Air By Frank Zitkus and Mic.

protecting Headwaters 200 acres in Colchester and to repay a loan for the
Bulkeley Preserve. They are about halfway to their

The Colchester Land Trust acquired the Bulkeley goal. For more information or to contribute, please

Hill Preserve in August 2016.  This new Preserve  Visit the website.

is a 115-acre parcel with frontage on scenic and www.colchesterlandtrust.org

rural Bulkeley Hill Rd. It is bounded on three By Andy George

sides by residential development and on one side
by 15 acres already preserved by the Colchester .[l
Land Trust. The land was offered to the Land

Trust for a bargain sale.  While this parcel pri-
marily consists of upland hardwood forest, it also
features a 23 -acre wetland system, a pond, ver-

nal pools and intermittent streams that provide
habitat for a diverse population of wildlife.

The Bulkeley Hill Preserve is located in the
headwaters for BOTH the Salmon River and
Eightmile River watersheds, offering further pro-
tection to downstream habitat. As the preserve
sits just north of Lake Hayward it is key to help-
ing protect the lake as well. The long term man-
agement plan is for it to become a community for-
est, open to the public with access to hiking trails
and outdoor education.

The Colchester Land Trust currently has a capi-

tal campaign going to raise $850,000 to protect East Haddam


http://www.colchesterlandtrust.org/




