Salmon River Watershed Partnership
Meeting Minutes
August 16, 2023
ZOOM Meeting
1. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:03pm. Members in attendance included Chris Frey, Bernie Gillis, Eric Thomas, Ron Wikholm, Gail Reynolds and Watershed Coordinator, Pat Young
2. Administration 
a. Minutes: Motion made by Bernie G. seconded by Chris F. to approve  June 21, 2023 minutes as presented.  Vote to approve unanimous with Gail R. abstaining.
b. Expenses and Contributions: Pat Y. reviewed municipal contributions to date. All towns except one have sent contributions in.
c. Long-Term Vision Plan: Pat Y. indicated that the final draft has been submitted and suggested that SRWP should consider breaking goals down into specific tasks and start with some working committees.
d. Fall intern: Pat Y. notified the board that she would recommend having Caroline Stanton return as a fall intern.  Caroline was an summer intern in 2022 and is currently a senior at UCONN and resides in Colchester. Board members agreed. 
3. Partner updates 

a. Hebron: Chris F. reported that the town of Hebron is looking to schedule a town meeting for a town vote in September regarding the acquisition of an open space parcel in the watershed.
b. East Haddam: Bernie G. noted that the town of East Haddam Open Space Committee would like to move forward with another bond proposal.  Eric T. asked about the type of outreach being done.  Bernie G. replied that can be a hard sell to some audiences and they are putting together a meeting on best approaches.

c. CT DEEP: Eric T. updated the board on some of DEEP’s positions. Andy Fisk who had been appointed as the Bureau Chief of Wildlife and Forestry has taken a new position with American Rivers. He also reported that there has been a lot of hiring and many positions have been filled.  In the Water Bureau, a fairly significant percentage of the management is new.
d. Columbia: Ron W. reported on a fundraiser at Hearthstone Winery to benefit the Trust for Public Land and ultimately the expansion of Mono Pond State Park land preservation area. A grant had been secured from the state for trail development using contacts with the New England Mountain Bike Association (NEMBA). Columbia is also working on an extension to the Air Line Trail State Park to spur economic development by connecting various business enterprises.

e. Haddam: Gail R. noted that it is relatively quiet in Haddam on the western side of the Connecticut River (Haddam Neck area).
4. SRWP project/activity update 
a. Monitoring Projects: Pat Y. reported on summer baseline monitoring conducted with volunteers.  Community training for volunteers will be held in September for stream assessments. Stream temperature loggers will be removed after September 15 and conductivity loggers will be downloaded in the fall and relaunched.
b. Outreach & Ed

i. Upcoming Events: Pat Y. noted that SRWP will share a tent with the Haddam neck Spirit, the Gateway Commission and Middlesex Land Trust.  Phil G. will set the booth up for SRWP and Pat Y. will be there Monday.  Stream Assessment community training will be held in September.
c. Other Projects

i. Open Space Mapping updates/Grants: Pat Y. asked about any pending open space acquisitions. Once closing has occurred she can add it to the open space map.
ii. Watershed Tour Dates and Places: Mid-watershed and Cove: Pat reported on the second section of the Watershed tour where attendees visited a bridge rebuild in Marlboorugh, Grayville Falls Park in Hebron, drove past the Norton Dam Mill removal site in Colchester, then visited a riparian planting project in Colchester sponsored by Trout Unlimited, then continued to drive River Road in Colchester through the State Forest along the Salmon River and finally ended up at the Comstock Bridge in East Hamtpon.  The next segment of the tour scheduled for next week will highlight work East Hampton is doing to address nonpoint source runoff at Lake Pocotopaug followed by a visit with State Fisheries staff to discuss Leesville Dam.
iii. Watershed Recreation Map: The new fall intern will be picking up on this project when she starts in the fall.
5. Other Business: None
6. Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 7:56pm
Submitted by
Patricia Young

