
Salmon River Watershed Partnership
Meeting Minutes
April 19, 2023
7-8:30 pm

1. Call to Order: The Meeting was called to order at 7:06pm, Members in attendance included Ron Wikholm, Phil Gaudreau, Bernie Gillis, Chris Frey, Tess Lundgren, Eric Thomas, Brian O’Connell, Suzanne Simone, Peter Hughes, Ansel Aarrestad and Watershed Coordinator Pat Young. Also in attendance was Emily Hadzopulos.
2. Administration 
a. Minutes 2-15-23: Motion made by B. Gillis, seconded by P. Gaudreau to approve minutes of February 15, 2023, as presented. Vote to approve was unanimous with G. Reynolds abstaining.
b. P. Young suggested some quick introductions as E. Hadzopulos, a guest, was present.  She introduced herself as a Freshwater Restoration Project Manager with The Nature Conservancy (TNC). She just recently started with TNC and is looking forward to connecting with various watershed groups. Other members introduced themselves.
c. Budget, Expenses and Contributions: P. Young gave a quick update on contributions to date. She noted that in the request for budget consideration for the 2023-2024 fiscal year, an increase of 10% contribution was requested.  P. Hughes added that the Town of Marlborough allocated a 15% increase-equaling $750.
d. Update on Review of Long-Term Vision Plan-Draft: Members had several other edits and clarifications to the Draft Plan including; more information about the process of Wild & Scenic designation, clarification of various avenues for the Partnership in the future, for example as a possible 501(3)(c), definition of MS-4 and include how the partnership benefits towns. P. Young will make the edits and asked if the members wished to see the draft again. They indicated that it should just be sent to the consultant.
3. Partner updates 

a. Lebanon: Nothing to report
b. Glastonbury: Nothing to report
c. East Hampton: Nothing to report
d. Marlborough: P. Hughes reported on an algae bloom at Lake Terramuggus due to high nitrogen. It was reported that DEEP will be undertaking coring samples at a number of lakes around the state.  It was also noted that the Last Green Valley will be hosting a lake sampling training program that may be of interest on May 11th. P. Young will forward that information to the partners.

e. Columbia: R. Wikholm update the Partnership on access to Mono Pond State Park and vicinity.  The town manages a large tract of adjacent land which is in the Mint Brook Watershed (which is part of the Salmon River Watershed.  He noted that there are a number of archeologist sites on the tract as well.
f. Haddam and Haddam Neck: Nothing to report
g. East Haddam: B. Gillis reported that the town is still waiting to hear about the Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant (OSWA) for a large parcel in the Moodus River watershed.

h. Hebron: C. Frey stated that Hebron is also waiting to hear on whether they will be awarded an OSWA grant. B. O’Connell reported that the Hebron Open Space Acquisition Committee just received recognition, from Joshua’s Trust, as the Group Conservationist of the Year Award. It was well received. 
i. CT DEEP: E. Thomas reported that DEEP has awarded a number of grants, through their 319 grant program, to the town of East Hampton to conduct stormwater retrofits to improve lake water quality. P. Young suggested that perhaps SRWP could include a tour of some of the retrofits in an upcoming watershed tour.

4. SRWP project/activity update (if time permits)
a. Monitoring Projects: P. Young updated the members on several of monitoring projects.  She thanked A. Aarrestad for assistance with transporting to and providing quality assurance checks on the stream loggers at the state lab. She noted that it was suggested to run temperature loggers along with the conductivity loggers.  The board indicated that she should purchase what is needed.
b. Outreach & Ed

i. Past Events: P. Young reported on the Hebron Maple Fest and Machimoodus Spring Fling, where SRWP had a display.
ii. Upcoming Events:
1. Haddam Agricultural Day: P. Young noted that she is unsure whether she can attend this event at this point.
2. Other events: Upcoming events for the summer would include Hebron Day, Goodspeed Airport Festival in East Haddam and Haddam Neck Fair. She will put out a request for volunteers as events are closer.

c. Other Projects

i. Open Space Mapping updates/Grants: No new grant requests pending beyond those reported. 
ii. Watershed Tour Dates and Places: Mid-watershed: Further discussion was held about dates and locations the second leg of the watershed tour.  The middle section may need to be broken into two spots and P. Young suggested that the last tour should be on the water via a paddle or boat ride in the cove.
5. Other Business: None
6. Adjournment. Meeting adjourned at 8:28pm
Submitted by: Patricia Young
